
This seminar gives general information on Memory Retention and Maintaining 
Attention. 
It is not specific to CLIL, but it is relevant to the CLIL classroom as students may 
struggle more with learning and paying attention when being taught another subject in 
the L2.  We must bear in mind that they are not only learning the subject, but also 
another language.  In language learning they are mostly used to being ‘taught’ 
grammar, vocabulary, etc. but this is not how CLIL works.  Therefore it is, perhaps, 
more important to apply these concepts in CLIL lessons than in L1 teaching.
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This quote is generally attributed to Confucius and is borne out by many scholars and 
theorists.
The idea is that reading alone is not good enough for learning.  



People are much more likely to remember if they are physically involved or act out the 
process.
Many people even find that writing down what they read helps with memory retention.
Tell the group that they are going to see a series of numbers.  They need to remember 
them in the correct order.  
Divide the class into 3.
Group A will only look at the numbers for 60 seconds.
Group B will write them down – give them 60 seconds.
Group C will draw something that starts with the same sound and of that quantity (e.g. 
1 – one window, 2 – two turtles, 3 – three feet etc..) – give them 60 seconds.
Then ask those who have written/drawn to put their papers away.  They must not look 
at them again.
We will check their memory retention at the end.





Tell participants that the words on the right are NOT IN THE CORRECT ORDER.
Give them a minute to put them into what they think is the correct order.



Go through the solution.
How did they do?
Did they get it right?
Source: Edgar Dale 1969.  www.sparksinsight.com 



Now go through examples of what it understood by each Method of Learning.
Ask participants what they do which in their classroom which could fit into the 
categories (particularly the lower ones).



See how many numbers the 3 groups could remember.
Was their a difference?



Go through the slide.
NB: The following notes are based on information available at: 
https://www.verywell.com/great-ways-to-improve-your-memory-2795356 



Go through the slide.



Go through the slide.
Image: https://www.verywell.com/great-ways-to-improve-your-memory-2795356



Go through the slide.
Ask participants if they can tell you what this mnemonic represents.
The mnemonic example is for the planets in order of distance from the sun (it includes 
Pluto).
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x9UWNBTR6_I 



Go through the slide.
The mnemonic example is for the planets in order of distance from the sun (it includes 
Pluto).
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x9UWNBTR6_I 



Go through the slide.
The mnemonic example is for the planets in order of distance from the sun (it includes 
Pluto).
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x9UWNBTR6_I 



Go through the slide.
Image: http://lumiinsight.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/memory.jpg



Do this again!
See how many numbers the 3 groups could remember.
Was their a difference?





Go through the slide.
The mnemonic example is for the planets in order of distance from the sun (it includes 
Pluto).
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x9UWNBTR6_I 



Go through the slide.
Image: https://lh5.ggpht.com/OP71MLZm2p8jeKIa9wPMP711fSNuRpRsVXRK-
jQBmN5arkIE4gP5pTIkrdfFfq-JZ6p3=w300



Go through the slide.
Image: http://www.adweek.com/prnewser/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2016/04/roll-call-
minion-megaphone-862x809.jpg



Go through the slide.
Image:  Blackadder the Elizabethan series – Historical comedy: 
http://www.herdudeness.com/uploads/2/1/3/8/21389164/4333514_orig.jpg



Go through the slide.



Go through the slide.



Go through the slide.
Image: http://f.tqn.com/y/christianteens/1/W/A/2/-/-/AA017144.jpg



Go through the slide.
Image: https://ds0vt0n1s74d2.cloudfront.net/video_photos/0/51/large_1380344871.jpg



You can brainstorm any comments/feedback here.



SPACE HAS BEEN LEFT FOR YOU 
TO INSERT THE NAME OF YOUR 
SCHOOL ON THIS SLIDE.




